Laura Bennett- Environmental Justice Unit

Concepts of Course: 

· Investigating the world through different perspectives and taking action.

· Examining the inter-connectedness of the world and our roles.

· Environmental justice and the role of poverty.

Dr. Gaudelli’s Frameworks: Environmental/Ecological and Critical Social Justice

	Stage 1 Desired Results

	ESTABLISHED GOALS


From the New York State Standards:

Standards 4.1b, 4.1e, 4.1f

· Environmental Issues and Concerns

· Economic Implications of national and international crises

From the Common Core Standards:

Reading:

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.

2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.

7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem.

9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources.

Writing:

1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.


	Transfer

	
	Students will be able to independently use their learning to…

1. Develop ways to lesson their own carbon footprint and be advocates for environmental issues.

2. Apply environmental justice concerns to other areas of their community, country, and world.

3. Evaluate different resources to develop claims that are supported by evidence.

4. Understand the connection between money, power, and the environment.




	
	Meaning

	
	UNDERSTANDINGS


Students will understand that…

1. In the past, the South Bronx has been a “dumping ground” for facilities and other infrastructure that have impacted the environment.

2. There are a host of health problems in the South Bronx as a result of the state of the environment, such as asthma.

3. There are other areas of the United States that have experienced similar situations, such as hydro-fracking in Pennsylvania.

4. Due to climate change, there are areas around the world that will have to endure the ramifications of the deterioration of our environment and do not have the resources to do so effectively.

5. They have the power to work to change both the status of the environment and help those in both their community and around the world.


	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS


1. What is environmental justice?

2.  What is the connection between poverty in the South Bronx and environmental degradation in the area?

3. How has the community been impacted by environmental issues in the South Bronx?

4. What are other examples in the United States where poverty has been connected to environmental injustices?

5. In what ways does poverty impact the ability of people around the world to adjust to changing environmental concerns?

6. What are the effects of environmental injustice around the world?

7. What steps can we take to advocate for environmental justice here in the South Bronx and around the world?



	
	Acquisition

	
	Students will know…

1. The definition of environmental justice and how it applies to them and the world around them.

2. The connections between poverty and environmental justice in their communities and around the world. 

3. Understand their roles and responsibilities as global citizens and the steps they can take for change and advocacy for environmental justice.
	Students will be skilled at…

1. Reading scholarly articles related to the subject and understanding the main point of the article.

2. Evaluating media sources to gain more understanding of certain subjects.

3. Using their research to develop an argument regarding environmental injustices.

4. Evaluating these resources to write a mini-research paper on the topics and citing evidence in the process.

	Stage 2 - Evidence

	Evaluative Criteria
	Assessment Evidence

	1. Research, synthesize, analyze, prove

2. Create, summarize, show

3. Explain, summarize, evaluate, argue, justify

4. Identify, hypothesize, draw conclusions, estimate, design

5. Investigate, prove, develop

6. Develop, construct, collect and display
	TRANSFER TASK(S):


1. Environmental Justice in the South Bronx: After reading several articles, watching videos, and doing online research, you will create a mini-research paper on the topic of Environmental Justice in the South Bronx. You will answer the following questions:

· How has the South Bronx been a “dumping ground” in the past and present for facilities and other infrastructure that have impacted the environment?

· What is the connection between poverty in the South Bronx and environmental degradation in the area?

· How has the community been impacted by environmental injustices?

· What steps are people taking in the community to solve this issue? What steps can you take?

2. Group Work: In addition to writing the above paper, you will work in a group to complete a project to spread awareness of this issue. You may choose to do a PowerPoint presentation, Prezi Presentation, iMovie, Movie, or website.

3 Gasland Documentary Reaction: In class, we will be watching this documentary that traces the consequences of hydro-fracking in rural Pennsylvania. Prior to watching the video, we will discuss what hydro-fracking is and the pros and cons of the practice. After viewing the documentary, you will write your reaction to the documentary. You will answer the following questions: 

· Summarize the process of hydro-fracking

· Compare the pros and cons of hydro-fracking

· What is the connection between money, poverty, and hydro-fracking?

· What were the consequences of hydro-fracking for those in the documentary?

· What was your reaction to the documentary?

· Should hydro-fracking be legal? Argue your position with the resources we have read and watched.

4. Indigenous People Role Play: You will take part in the role play Indigenous Peoples’ Global Summit on Climate Change, Anchorage, Alaska (Rethinking Schools, www.rethinkingschools.org/static/archive/24_03_indigenous.shtml
). You will assume either the role of the Kiribati People, Inuit People, Bambara People, Indigenous Peoples of the Caribbean, Indigenous Peoples of the Amazon, or the Dine (Navajo) People. You will answer the following questions about your group:

· What do you want the rest of the world to know about how climate change is affecting you and other Indigenous Peoples?

· What actions would you like to see the rest of the world take to address the problems facing Indigenous Peoples as a result of climate change? Put these in order of priority.

· What concerns do you have about diminishing food supplies or your people’s ability to feed yourselves in the future as a result of climate change?

· If climate change forces Indigenous People to migrate from your homelands (due to rising sea levels, melting permafrost, disappearing water supplies, etc.), how should the rest of the world respond to these climate change refugees?
After the role play, you will answer the following questions:

· What did you learn through doing this role-play?
· Having this knowledge, what actions do you think the United States and other countries should take to respond to these challenges?
5. Investigative Journalism: You will do research on the impacts of environmental injustices around the world. You will choose one topic to focus on and write an “Op-Ed” piece for a newspaper informing people of the issue you chose. You must include proof of your ideas and resources. This article will be submitted to the school newspaper and local newspapers.

6. Plan of Action: You will create a plan of action that you will complete to begin to make changes in your own lifestyle to make a difference in climate change. We will examine several resources that you can draw information from. Your plan should involve small steps you can take every day, but also larger steps that you can take (for example, contacting your representatives). You will organize your steps on a BlendSpace Canvas (https://www.blendspace.com/).

	7. Tell, construct, critique

8. Discuss, analyze, create, prove
	OTHER EVIDENCE:


7. Journaling: Every day throughout this lesson, you will keep a journal of what you are learning and questions you have throughout this process.

8. Blogging: You will also be expected to blog online with your classmates and teacher(s) throughout this unit. You will blog through our online class in Edmodo.


	Stage 3 – Learning Plan

	Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction
1. Definition of environmental justice and its connection to the South Bronx (1 day): Students will learn the definition of Environmental Justice and get an introduction to the connection between environmental justice and the South Bronx.

· Majora Carter Greening the Ghetto TedTalk

2. Evaluation of Resources (3 days): Students will be presented with several different resources (articles, videos, interviews, possibly guest speakers) to assist them in writing their mini-research paper. This can be done in the form of stations. The key questions they will address are:

· How has the South Bronx been a “dumping ground” in the past and present for facilities and other infrastructure that have impacted the environment?

· What is the connection between poverty in the South Bronx and environmental degradation in the area?

· How has the community been impacted by environmental injustices?

· What steps are people taking in the community to solve this issue? What steps can you take?

3. Group Project (2 days): Please see above, #2

4. Gasland Documentary Viewing (2 days): Please see above, #3

5. Gasland Documentary Reaction (1 day): Please see above, #3

6. Indigenous People Role Play (3 days): Please see above, #4

7. Investigative Journalism (2 days): Please see above, #5

8. Plan of Action (2 days): Please see above, #6

9. Socratic Seminar (2 days): Students will take part in a Socratic Seminar where students will rotate who sits in the outside circle and who sits in the inside circle. Students in the outside circle will grade the students who are taking part in the seminar in the inner circle. The following day the students will swap. Guiding Questions:

· How have our lives been effected by environmental justice?

· What is the connection between poverty and “abuses” to the environment

· Why has the South Bronx been affected so deeply?

· Should we take action? Why/why not?

· Are environmental issues just as important as other issues we have discussed as a class? Justify your answer.

· Do you think that people can change the state of the environment in the South Bronx? Where do we start?

Students will be asked to develop three assertions and three questions in preparation for this activity.

10. Unit Reaction (1 day): Students will do a free-write on the following questions:

· What did you learn throughout this unit?

· What about this unit shocked you? What didn’t shock you? Explain your answer.

· Who had the most compelling arguments during the Socratic Seminar? Why?

· Who did you agree and disagree with during the Socratic Seminar? Explain.

· Do you feel environmental justice is an important issue? Why/why not?

· Would you recommend I teach this unit again? What would you keep the same? What would you change?




