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Guided Discussion:

	Do you think the media creates reality? Or does the media talk 

about what’s going on? Or both?
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Ted Ed “How to Choose Your News” by Damon Brown
1. Which isn’t a word that shows the outlet isn’t completely sure about a particular statement?


a. Likely


b. Certainly


c. Expected


d. Possibly

2. When are the best times to check in on ongoing breaking news?


a. Every five minutes


b. As quickly as your browser can refresh


c. The first five minutes, then in wider gaps to allow more details to develop


d. Don’t check in at all

3. What is the name of the people who used to determine what news was fit to print or play?


a. Peacekeepers

b. Watchdogs


c. Gatekeepers


d. Producers

4. How reliable are anonymous sources?


a. You never know


b. Very reliable


c. Not reliable at all


d. Depends on the story

5. How can you verify a story before you share it on social media?


a. There’s no way to verify- just share the story anyway


b. See how many times other people online have shared the story


c. Check to see if your friends are saying the same thing


d. Do a search to see if multiple outlets you trust are also covering the same story

6. So-called “citizen journalism” has exploded as smartphones, glasses-based cameras, and other tools make it easier for average people to report breaking news. What are some of the positives and negatives with citizen journalism?

7. How has the way we consume news changed?

8. In the video, Damon Brown states: “If everyone’s a reporter then nobody is…how do you get the truth?” First, explain the quote. Second, what are three or more ways the video suggests to make sure you know the truth?

9. In the video, Damon Brown states that “with freedom comes responsibility.” What does he mean? What responsibilities do we have as “consumers” of news?

10. What were the dangers of the “old way” news was delivered by news agencies (say, 50 years ago)?

11. Which source(s) of news do you trust the most: mainstream news media (such as CNN, FOX, Channel 5), an alternative outlet, like a reliable social media post (Facebook or Instagram) or a satirical news program (one that uses sarcasm, is critical or mocking, like the Daily Show or the Colbert Report)? Please explain why.
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