Social Justice Final Assignment:

Social justice can be defined as: A situation in which all individuals and groups in a society are treated fairly and equally, regardless of race, gender or any other factor that could be used to create situations of injustice. (www.fast-times.com/politicaldictionary.html).
We will spend the remainder of the semester looking at Social Justice issues and doing research on the topic that appeals to you the most. Articles and resources will be provided to you and you will also be expected to conduct your own research. Although deadlines along the way will count towards your 3rd Marking Period Grade, the final product will be your FINAL GRADE. 
***Please note: all components of this project must be done separately, except for the Project portion (video, PowerPoint). That portion may be done with a partner. Please let us know if you plan to work with a partner.

Please see below.
Final Grade:

Your final grade will be averaged with your other three marking period grades to give a final semester grade. The breakdown is below.

· Marking Period 1: 25%

· Marking Period 2: 25%

· Marking Period 3: 25%

· Final Grade: 25%

Below is how you will be graded on this project:

Social Justice Project: 100 points total:

· Paper Portion: 40 points

· Presentation Portion: 40 points

· Letter: 10 points

· Works Cited: 10 points
Step 1: Choose a topic that interests you







Possible topics:

-Homelessness (in NYC, the U.S., among Veterans, among LGBT youth, youth)
-Economic Differences regarding the Death Penalty

-School to Prison Pipeline

-Inequality in Women’s Pay

-Native Americans: Struggling to Escape a Legacy of Oppression (http://www.socialjustice.org/index.php?page=aboriginal-issues)

-Human Trafficking
-Immigrants Rights

-Clothing Sweatshops in the US


Step 2: Research and Required Paper: 2 pgs.  or more, MUST BE TYPED. 
If you cannot type this paper, you must speak with Mr. Flatgard or I BEFORE the due date.

Answer the following questions: (40 points)





1. Describe the Social Justice issue you studied. What surprised you about this issue? Did you know about this issue prior to doing this project?

2. Who does this issue affect? Explain to people why they should care about this issue. If you do not think they should, justify (explain) your position.
3. Action/Solutions: After researching your issue, what solutions do you recommend? What can you do help solve this issue? Provide websites and other resources people can turn to so they can find out more, and/or help (three or more required).

***Use three quotes from articles and/or videos, websites, etc. in answering questions 1, 2, and 3.

	Sample

	After completing my research on hydro-fracking and how it takes advantage of poor people living in rural areas, I have realized that there are many steps I can take to help be part of the solution. The first step I took was to write my Senator, Kirsten Gillibrand, to urge her to vote against hydro-fracking. There are many websites and resources online that I recommend so people can 1.) Learn more and 2.) Take Action. These are listed below.
     Resources:

        1. Visit the EPA Website for Definition: http://www2.epa.gov/hydraulicfracturing 
        2. “What is Fracking?” Video, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xeo-gEkbq6k 
     Take Action:

1. Sign the Petition to Ban Natural Gas Drilling in NY State, http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/NY-Statewide-Ban-On-Natural-Gas-Drilling/
2.  Visit the “NYers Against Fracking” Website, where you can learn about upcoming rallies and like them on Facebook! http://nyagainstfracking.org



4. Reflect on Project- 












Did you find it interesting? What did you like about the project? What could be improved?

***We will do this in class, hand-written, on Wednesday, January 22nd.

Works Cited Page- 
(10 points)










Include all the resources you are using in your paper/project. Also make sure to include the ones we have provided you.
Letter Portion- 
(10 points)










Your task is to write a letter to a politician explaining the issue you are studying and asking them to take a role in solving that issue. (Done in class January 15th)

Step 3: Spread the Word!











How will you let others know about this topic? We will also be presenting these projects to underclassmen/women in the future. 
***This portion may be done with a partner. Please let us know ahead of time.
Possible Projects:

-Create a website (Weebly is a favorite of the history department!)
-Create a Public Service Announcement video

-Create a Prezi Presentation http://prezi.com
-Create a PowerPoint Presentation

-Create an Animoto video http://animoto.com
-Create a Blendspace (formerly Edcanvas) https://www.blendspace.com
-Create an iMovie

-Create a YouTube Photo Slideshow (directions here: http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2013/04/how-to-create-youtube-photo-slideshows.html#.Ur8J5LSewss)
-Create a Pixorial Video- Sign Up here: https://www.pixorial.com/signup
-Create a WeVideo http://www.wevideo.com
-Create a Weavly Video http://weavly.com/education
Flexibility Note:

If there is a different issue you would like to explore or a different medium for your project (something we didn’t include), please email us or see us. We are open to suggestions!!!

Extension:
1. Write 3-4 pages for questions 1-3. Instead of incorporating three quotes, use five or more.

2. Research your issue in another country of your choice and compare/contrast it to the research you did on the issue here in the U.S.  Does that country face the same problems? Do they have better solutions than we do? Are things worse? You can add this to the end of your paper.
Social Justice Resources:










We will be finding resources on Tuesday, January7th and Thursday, January 9th.
Each day, you will be expected to find two or more resources and your work will be graded as a 10 point process grade each day (5 points for each resource, 20 points total for both days).

You should be searching for resources that will help you either explain the issue, or will act as resources that you will recommend to people to find out more about your issue or take action.

Please make sure you record the necessary info on your Works Cited Tracker.

Required: 5 points process grade
	Name of Resource/URL:

	Resource for:      Info          Resource to Share          Both     (circle one)

	Notes:
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Extra Resources:
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Social Justice Project: Works Cited 









You will be expected to hand in a Works Cited Page for your paper and project. The Rough Draft of this is due on January 17th. Feel free to generate this yourself or use EasyBib (which I know some of you are familiar with).

Below are the websites for EasyBib and an online guide to citations in MLA format. In your paper, you may use Parenthetical Citation (using parentheses at the end of the quote) or footnotes or endnotes, if you prefer.

· http://www.easybib.com
· http://web.calstatela.edu/library/guides/3mla.pdf
Since most of our research will be online, I have included what you need for those resources below, along with a sheet to keep track of your resources.
Make sure when you submit your Works Cited page, the page is labeled “Works Cited” and is on a separate page.

	Source
	Citation

	Website
	MLA: Last, First M. “Article Title.” Website Title. Website Publisher, Date Month Year Published. Web. Date Month Year Accessed. <URL>. 

Example: Satalkar, Bhakti. “Water Aerobics.” Buzzle.com. 15 July 2010. Web. 16 July 2010.



	Video
	MLA: Author’s Name or Poster’s Username. “Title of Image or Video.” Media Type Text. Name of Website. Name of Website’s Publisher, date of posting. Medium. date retrieved.  

Example: Shimabukuro, Jake. "Ukulele Weeps by Jake Shimabukuro." Online video clip. YouTube. YouTube, 22 Apr. 2006. Web. 9 Sept. 2010.




Works Cited Tracker










Use this page to keep track of resources you find that you want to include in your paper/project.

	Resource Name
	Works Cited Info
	Notes/Quotes

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Resource Name
	Works Cited Info
	Notes/Quotes

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Paper Writing Worksheets

Name:








1. Describe the Social Justice issue you studied. What surprised you about this issue? Did you know about this issue prior to doing this project?

***Use three quotes from articles and/or videos, websites, etc. in answering questions 1, 2, and 3.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paper Writing Worksheets

Name:








2. Who does this issue affect? Explain to people why they should care about this issue. If you do not think they should, justify (explain) your position.

***Use three quotes from articles and/or videos, websites, etc. in answering questions 1, 2, and 3.
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Paper Writing Worksheets

Name:








3. Action/Solutions: After researching your issue, what solutions do you recommend? What can you do help solve this issue? Provide websites and other resources people can turn to so they can find out more, and/or help (three or more required). See sample given in the assignment.
***Use three quotes from articles and/or videos, websites, etc. in answering questions 1, 2, and 3.
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Letter-Writing to Politician

Name:








Part of the democratic process and having our voices heard is writing our elected officials. Please use the list of officials and the provided websites to determine which official you will write.
	Politician
	Individual (s) or How to Find Them

	State Senators
	Kirsten Gillibrand, Chuck Schumer

	Bronx Borough President
	Ruben Diaz, Jr.

	Mayor
	Bill DeBlasio

	Governor
	Andrew Cuomo

	Representative
	Jose Serrano, for Zip Code 10455. To search for other zip codes, go to: http://www.commoncause.org/siteapps/advocacy/search.aspx?c=dkLNK1MQIwG&b=4860375


	NY State Assembly
	To search for your NY State Assembly-Person, Go to: http://www.commoncause.org/siteapps/advocacy/search.aspx?c=dkLNK1MQIwG&b=4860375


Your task is to write a letter to a politician explaining the issue you are studying and asking them to take a role in solving that issue.
Use the templates we provide you in class to write your letter.
