After School, Spring 2015
2:30-4:30 Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays
	***Due to the nature of the time limitations for this class, it is ABSOLUTELY necessary that you attend EVERY class. More than three absences (without documented extenuating circumstances, such as a death in the family or extended illness), will result in failure of this class.


Dear Student,

Welcome to Participation in Government class!  
As I have had most of you in 9th Grade, let me begin by saying welcome back to my classroom! I cannot tell you how happy I am to have another opportunity to work with you again and witness the personal growth you have experienced over the last two years. In the class, it is my goal to help transition you from high school into the next phase of your life. I will be offering you a rigorous class that will be challenging and prepare you for the work you will experience in college next year, which is hopefully your next step. However, if you do not plan on attending college, I hope to help nurture you as young adults to become more personally accountable for your own learning (and actions), which are vital in becoming an adult and entering the real world of responsibility.

This class is unique in that it will be the first Social Studies class you will take in high school that will not end in a required Regents exam (which I am sure we are all happy about!). This means that rather than your teacher telling you the facts you need to know, you will become more accountable for learning the necessary information yourself. It also means that I am going to present you with information and I want YOU to tell me what you think about it and how it applies to our world today and your own life. There is more flexibility in the content you will be learning, therefore if we want to spend longer on a topic you are more interested in, we can. Be prepared to think more, work more independently, and REACT to what you are learning.

Participation in Government is a class that focuses on civics, citizenship, and government, and your role in our world today. We will examine your rights and responsibilities as a citizen and member of the community. We will also discuss what to do when we feel our needs are not being met by our government and times when our government has failed/continues to fail us, and what to do about it. The course will end in a Social Justice Unit, where you will research a Social Justice topic that you are interested in (if you are not familiar with the term, you will be() Although this could change a little, the basic units we will be studying are as follows:

· Unit 1: Intro to Government/Intro to Current Events

· Unit 2: Freedom Versus Security

· Unit 3: Voting
· Unit 5: Protest/Reform/Social Justice

You will have many opportunities to express your opinion about sensitive subjects in this class, and will thus hear these opinions from others as well. In order for this class to function smoothly and so that we can all benefit the most we can from this class, it is necessary that we all respect each others’ opinions. We certainly do not all have to agree, and I don’t expect us to (what fun would that be?) We do, however, need to respect the opinions of others at all times. Anything less than this will NOT be tolerated in any way. You may also have to work with people that may not be your first choice and unfortunately, this is part of growing up and becoming an adult.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
What are your responsibilities as a student of 12th Grade Government?




Your responsibilities begin as soon as you walk in the door each day.  You should always be prepared for class with the required materials listed below and any worksheets/homework. Most importantly, come with an open mind, ready to learn.
Materials:
*1 Pocket Folder
*Pens/Pencils (no red pens please) 
*1 Highlighter



Behavior Expectations:
Below are the key behavioral expectations of you in this class. There are rewards for meeting these expectations, but also consequences if they are not met. As you are young adults, I do not expect many behavior issues. However, if the need arises, I am happy to schedule a meeting with your parent and/or administrators and the dean if the need arises.
Many of my expectations are outlined in the syllabus for this class. Below, are the key behavioral expectations we have. There are rewards for meeting these expectations, but also consequences if they are not met. Please see below.

	Expectations
	Praise
	Consequences

	*RESPECT- yourself, your teachers, each other, and this classroom

(This includes accountable talk)

* “One Mic”- one person talks at a time

*No hoods/hats

*No electronics

*No bathroom use first or last ten minutes, one person out at a time


	*One student per class will be rewarded as the “Star of the Week” and will receive a certificate and small prize

*Positive phone call home

*The satisfaction in knowing you are behaving as a mature, young adult and preparing yourself for the real world(
	*Loss of daily points

*Meeting with one of us and possibly administration and your parents

*Phone call home

*Detention after school

*Referral to administration

The above consequences will depend on how often the behavior occurs and the severity of the behavior. Please see me with any questions.


Absences/Work:  
If you are absent from class for any reason, it is YOUR responsibility to be aware of what assignments you have missed and talk to your teachers so that you can catch up. This conversation needs to take place either before or after school, or during independent time during class. However, your table leader will be responsible for  helping you catch up during the class the next day.
	***Due to the nature of the time limitations for this class, it is ABSOLUTELY necessary that you attend EVERY class. More than three absences (without documented extenuating circumstances, such as a death in the family or extended illness), will result in failure of this class.


Being On Time:  
You will be expected to always arrive on time.  ***THIS CLASS MEETS FROM 2:30-4:30 Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. The time in the classroom is displayed on a digital clock. If you were with another teacher, please bring a signed pass. If you are late, you will not be able to begin the do now on time, thus affecting your daily points.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
How will my Government grade be determined?







Your grade will be calculated in accordance with the school-wide grading policy set forth in the MHVP handbook.  There are 3 major areas that your grade will be based on:

1. Process




40% 

(Formative Assessments: revisions, homework, class work, outlines, etc.)

2. Product




40%

(Summative Assessments: projects, papers, reports, rough drafts, final drafts, quizzes, tests)

3. Academic Behavior



20%

(Compliance: daily points, do now, being on time, positive participation)

You have the responsibility to work your hardest, try new things, and seek out help when you need it.  You will be reading and writing in class every day.  You will also have homework throughout the week, while some work for projects might be done over a few days or weeks.  In class, you will be expected to participate each day by speaking and contributing to group work or a discussion.  With participation comes respect for your classmates and teachers.  I expect you will be courteous and take responsibility for your actions.  Each and every one of you is part of this school community, and therefore I expect there to be no discriminatory language or actions.

Daily Points:  
Every day, you will have the chance to earn four daily points:

1. You will earn one daily point for entering the classroom and getting on task to complete the Do Now.

2. Positive Participation (three points)- effort in class, staying on task, behavior, participation

***No daily points will be given for extreme disrespect.

These points will be entered on a daily basis and will count for 20% of your grade and once lost, cannot be regained.  This is a really easy way to boost your grade!

Homework:  
If you are absent from class for any reason, it is YOUR responsibility to get the notes, find out what the homework was, and hand it in within one day of your return.  It is NOT my responsibility.  It does not matter if you were sick or had a good excuse – you’re still responsible.  Homework will be graded on a scale of one to three- three points meaning that the homework was complete and you made an effort.  You are graded on completion and effort- NOT on whether your answers are correct or not.  Therefore, it is always better to take a guess than leave something blank.  One and a half given for incomplete homework, and zero given if you did barely anything/didn’t do the homework.  Homework must be handed in when asked for.  MOST homework assignments may be handed in late; HOWEVER there are some assignments that are time sensitive and cannot be handed in late. After a week, you may not hand in any homework assignments; you will not be able to make up all missed assignments at the end of the marking period. Late assignments will not receive full credit (homework will receive half, late policies on special projects and other assignments will be announced when the assignment is given). Students will be able to submit revisions (fix) their homework and resubmit it for a higher grade, but only if they have handed it in on time in the first place and tried their best. If you are absent from class for any reason, it is YOUR responsibility to get the homework and hand it in within one day of your return. 

***You can check your grades online at jupitergrades.com.  It will be your responsibility to check your grades and be aware of what you are missing.  There will also be homework assignments and extra credit throughout the year for checking Jupiter Grades.

Final Exam

As per school regulation, you will have a final exam (or project) and your semester grade will be calculated the following way:

25% Marking Period 1


25% Marking Period 2


25% Marking Period 3


25% Final Exam or Regents Exam

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Miscellaneous














We’re Going Paperless!
In order to conserve paper, you will be receiving as little handouts as possible. This will require you to use my website often and complete assignments electronically.
	In this class, our primary objectives are to become proficient in principles in government and do this through the use of technology. You will each be creating your own websites and completing all assignments online. This will be explained in more depth in the future.


Current Events:  
A main component of this class will be Current Events. We will complete Current Events every Thursday.

The reason for this assignment is to encourage you to read about current events. This article can be from any newspaper or online source that you deem to be reliable. Examples of newspapers you can access are the New York Times, Metro (free) Newspaper, AMNY (free) newspaper, Time Magazine, National Geographic, etc. Examples of news sites/magazines that are not reliable are STAR Magazine, TMZ, and any other “tabloid” magazine. You will be required to provide the link for the article (if a paper article, you can hand it in to me on Friday) and fill out a corresponding reaction to the article on the “Current Event Fridays” worksheet (accessible online). Friday in class, three of your classmates will share out their article. Students will be responsible for choosing an article and submitting it to me by Wednesday for approval. The selected students will also be responsible for leading a question and answer discussion regarding the article with the class. The article should be something that can be debated about in class. Every week, the assignment will count as a 5 point process grade, unless presenting and it will count as a 20 point product grade. Rubrics will be provided when the assignment is explained further in class. This assignment will not be accepted late, nor will you be able to use an article from the Friday the assignment is due. Please speak to me if there are extenuating circumstances. If you are absent on Friday, you must submit the assignment on Monday or sooner.
Please see the “Current Events” tab on my website for suggestions of where to look for news articles.
Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism is defined as:

1. Taking someone’s words or ideas as if they were your own

2. A piece of writing that has been copied from someone else and is presented as being your own work. (http://dictionary.kids.net.au/word/plagiarism)

This includes things you find online and copy word for word without citing it, but it also includes copying someone’s homework. Plagiarism will not be tolerated in any form and the following consequences will be issued for plagiarism:

1. Zero credit for the assignment with no chance of re-doing.

2. Disciplinary action with administration in accordance with the school handbook.

If you are still unclear, see one me for further explanation. 

_____________________________________________________________________________
My Responsibilities as Your Teacher









As I have many expectations for you, I also have expectations for myself as your teacher. As a student, you have the right to have a safe classroom, both physically and emotionally- to have your opinion heard without judgment. You also have the right to have teachers who are prepared and available to you. Please reach out to me at any time with any concerns you have or if you need help with something. If you are struggling, either academically or personally, I want to help you work through it. You also have the right to be challenged and encouraged to learn and think differently. One of my goals as a teacher is to try new activities and lessons in the classroom. Please help me grow as a teacher as well by trying new things and being honest about what is working and what isn’t so we can all have a meaningful learning experience.
I am looking forward to a great semester in Government class!

Sincerely,

Ms. Bennett 

ms.bennett@mhvpschool.com
***Important Websites:

http://www.mhvpschool.com/ - MHVP School Website 

http://jupitergrades.com  - Grades Website


http://msbennettmhvp.weebly.com - My Website
Please sign below indicating that you have read and understand the course expectations.  Cut along the dotted line and hand in small portion to me.  Thank you!

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

I, _______________________________ (your name) understand the expectations as explained to me in the above student letter.

Signature:_________________________________________________________________
I will have access to a computer at home

YES

NO

I will have access to the Internet at home

YES

NO

I will have access to a printer at home

YES

NO
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