Social Justice Final Assignment:

Name:






· Social Justice can be defined as: A situation in which all individuals and groups in a society are treated fairly and equally, regardless of race, gender or any other factor, and providing equal access to resources and the benefits of those resources.
We will spend the remainder of the semester looking at Social Justice issues and doing research on the topic that appeals to you the most. Articles and resources will be provided to you and you will also be expected to conduct your own research. Although deadlines along the way will count towards your 3rd Marking Period Grade, the final product will be your FINAL GRADE. 
***Please note: all components of this project must be done separately, except for the Project portion (video). That portion may be done with a partner. Please let me know if you plan to work with a partner and we will review the different expectations for partner work.
Please see below.
Final Grade:

Your final grade will be averaged with your other three marking period grades to give a final semester grade. The breakdown is below.

· Marking Period 1: 25%

· Marking Period 2: 25%

· Marking Period 3: 25%

· Final Grade: 25%

Below is how you will be graded on this project:

Social Justice Project: 100 points total:

· Paper Portion: 40 points

· Presentation Portion: 40 points

· Letter: 10 points (will be completed in class)
· Works Cited: 10 points
Step 1: Choose a topic that interests you







Possible topics:
***If you feel strongly about a topic not on this list, please see me and ask.
	-Homelessness (in NYC, the U.S., among Veterans, among LGBT youth, youth)

-Economic Differences regarding the Death Penalty

-School to Prison Pipeline AND/OR mass incarceration 

-Inequality in Women’s Pay

-Native Americans: Struggling to Escape a Legacy of Oppression (http://www.socialjustice.org/index.php?page=aboriginal-issues)

-Human Trafficking
	-Clothing Sweatshops in the US

-Torture at Guantanamo Bay

-Conditions in prison, specifically Rikers Island

-Domestic Violence

-Health Care Disparities and Access for all
-Veteran’s Issues (health care, mental health, etc.)

-Mental Illness in the United States

-Immigrants Rights
-Syrian Refugee Crisis



Step 2: Research and Required Research Paper






Task: (40 points)
Your task is to research the social justice issue of your choice and present action steps that both you and different levels of government should take to help solve this problem.
· Introduction

· In your introduction, make sure you define social justice in your own words.
· Body Paragraph 1: Discuss the social justice issue you studied. What surprised you about this issue? Did you know about this issue prior to doing this project?
· Make sure you include 1+ pieces of evidence in this paragraph (quote)
· Body Paragraph 2: Draw a Conclusion: Who does this affect and how? Explain to people why they should care about this issue. Defend your position with specific examples/details.

· Make sure you include 1+ pieces of evidence in this paragraph (quote)
· Body Paragraph 3: Take Action: How can you be a social activist for this cause? What steps should the government take (locally and/or on the state/national/international level) to help solve this problem?
· Make sure you include 1+ pieces of evidence in this paragraph (quote)
· Conclusion
Guidelines:

· 2 or more pages (500+ words) ***NO LONGER THAN 4 PAGES OR YOU WILL LOSE POINTS
· Typed

· Standard 1 inch margins

· Times New Roman Font, 12 pt.

· Double Spaced

· Should include a title

· Printed (if you do not have access to a printer you may email it to me before class and I will print the assignment).

*A firm due date has not yet been decided for this assignment.

*Please see attached rubric.

	Extension:

1. Write 3-4 pages for questions 1-2. Instead of incorporating three quotes, use five or more.

2. Research your issue in another country of your choice and compare/contrast it to the research you did on the issue here in the U.S.  Does that country face the same problems? Do they have better solutions than we do? Are things worse? You can add this to the end of your paper and should be at least 5 sentences.


Works Cited Page- 
(10 points)










Include all the resources you are using in your paper/project. Also make sure to include the ones we have provided you. This will be modeled in class.
Rubric:

	
	1-2 Points
	3-5 Points

	Format:
	Proper Format is somewhat used throughout the “Works Cited Page.” Meets some the requirements listed below.

*Centered Title

*First line is aligned all the way to the left, second line of source is indented

*Sources are in alphabetical order depending on the first letter presented in the source
	Proper Format is used throughout the “Works Cited Page.” Meets all the requirements listed below.

*Centered Title

*First line is aligned all the way to the left, second line of source is indented

*Sources are in alphabetical order depending on the first letter presented in the source

	All Sources Used Included
	Only some sources used are included; some may be missing/incomplete.
	All sources used in paper are included on the page.


Letter Portion- 
(10 points)










Your task is to write a letter to a politician explaining the issue you are studying and asking them to take a role in solving that issue. (Done in class- separate worksheet and rubric)

Step 3: Spread the Word!- Create a Video (40 points)






Create an informative video/PSA (Public Service Announcement): How will you let others know about this topic? We will also be presenting these projects to underclassmen/women in the future. 
***This portion may be done with a partner. Please let us know ahead of time so we can explain the different expectations.
Possible Projects:

-Create a Public Service Announcement video

-Create an iMovie

-Create a YouTube Photo Slideshow (directions here: http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2013/04/how-to-create-youtube-photo-slideshows.html#.Ur8J5LSewss)
-Create a Pixorial Video- Sign Up here: https://www.pixorial.com/signup
-Create a WeVideo http://www.wevideo.com
-Create a Weavly Video http://weavly.com/education
Flexibility Note:

If there is a different issue you would like to explore or a different medium for your project (something we didn’t include), please email or see me. I am open to suggestions!!!

Social Justice Project: Works Cited 









You will be expected to hand in a Works Cited Page for your paper and project. Feel free to generate this yourself or use EasyBib (which I know some of you are familiar with).

Below are the websites for EasyBib and an online guide to citations in MLA format. In your paper, you may use Parenthetical Citation (using parentheses at the end of the quote) or footnotes or endnotes, if you prefer.

· http://www.easybib.com
· http://web.calstatela.edu/library/guides/3mla.pdf
Since most of our research will be online, I have included what you need for those resources below, along with a sheet to keep track of your resources.
Make sure when you submit your Works Cited page, the page is labeled “Works Cited” and is on a separate page.

Example of Parenthetical Citation:

I agree with Bobby Jindal’s position on Syrian refugees. On November 16, Louisiana “Governor Bobby Kindal issued an Executive Order to prevent the resettlement of Syrian refugees in the State of Louisiana” (Office of the Governor: Bobby Jindal).

***The first available piece of information from the Works Cited goes in parenthesis. For example, if there was an author, that would be in the parenthesis.

MLA Citation Guidelines:
	Source
	Citation

	Website
	MLA: Editor, author or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number (if available). Name of institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource creation (if available). Medium of publication. Date of access.
Example: Office of the Governor: Bobby Jindal. State of Louisiana Office of the Governor, 16 November 2015. Web. 19 November 2015.


	Video
	MLA: Author’s Name or Poster’s Username. “Title of Image or Video.” Media Type Text. Name of Website. Name of Website’s Publisher, date of posting. Medium. date retrieved.  

Example: Shimabukuro, Jake. "Ukulele Weeps by Jake Shimabukuro." Online video clip. YouTube. YouTube, 22 Apr. 2006. Web. 9 Sept. 2010.




Government Final: Rubric


Name:







Social Justice Project: 100 points total:








· Paper Portion: 40 points

· Presentation Portion: 40 points

· Letter: 10 points

· Works Cited: 10 points

Paper Portion: 40 points total:









Please see “Social Justice Paper Rubric.”
Presentation Portion: 40 points total:









Please see “Social Justice Video Rubric.”
Letter Portion: 10 points total:










Please see “Social Justice Letter Rubric.”
Works Cited: 10 points total:











Please see “Works Cited Page Rubric.”
Comments: 
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